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“

Leaders’ high aspirations have
contributed to improvements
in pupils’ progress. Current
pupils are making good
progress.”
Ofsted April 2019

Welcome from the Head of School
On behalf of staff and governors I would like to welcome you
and your child to Magnus Church of England Academy.
Choosing the right secondary school for your child is one of the
most important decisions you will make for your son or daughter.
At Magnus we are committed to striving for excellence in
everything we do; we have high expectations of our students
and a team of skilled and dedicated staff to ensure your child
receives the support they need to achieve their potential. We
put our students’ best interests first in every decision we make.
Through our exciting and engaging curriculum, combined
with an extensive enrichment and extra-curricular programme
we are able to deliver our vision of developing people of
good character who achieve excellence and make a positive
contribution to their communities.
Staff and students breathe life into our values every day as part of a compassionate
community, balancing determination and integrity to achieve their ambitions.
I hope the information in this prospectus will help you gain an insight into our school, a very
special and unique place, where your family becomes part of ours. However, no prospectus
is a substitute for direct experience so please join us at our open events or contact us to
arrange a tour of the academy at any time.
We look forward to welcoming you.

Mr J Semmelroth

Head of School

A message from the Executive Principal
I am delighted that you are considering Magnus Church of England
Academy, of which I am very proud. We are part of the Diocese of
Southwell and Nottingham Multi Academy Trust and have a distinct
Christian ethos built on our values of Determination, Integrity, Ambition,
Humility and Compassion which underpins everything we do. The best
way to really appreciate what makes Magnus truly special is to see it when
it is full of students. We are so much more than just a school, Magnus is a
family, a place to learn, thrive and belong. We encourage you to visit our
amazing school where I hope to be able to meet you in person soon; we
look forward to welcoming you into our family.

Mrs A Martin

Executive Principal

4

| www.magnusacademy.co.uk | office@magnusacademy.co.uk | 01636 680066

Our Vision
Developing people of good character who achieve excellence and make a
positive contribution to their communities.

Our Mission
Our mission is to ensure that:
•

We provide students with the opportunities to develop the knowledge, skills and
character to live happy, healthy and successful lives.

•

Everyone has the opportunity to work hard and fulfil their potential regardless of
background or starting point.

•

All students will have the choice to attend university or a real alternative and are not
limited by self-belief, opportunity or circumstance.

And we believe that this can be achieved at Magnus through high expectations and
through encouraging personal, moral and spiritual development within a Christian
framework.

Our Values
Determination

Integrity

Ambition

Have the courage to work
hard and keep going with a
relentless drive to achieve
excellence.

Have the strength of
character to choose honesty
and truth at all times and be
accountable for our actions.

Have the belief and drive to
succeed, placing no limits on
what can be achieved.

“Run in such a way that you
may win”
1 Corinthians 9 v24

“We are taking pains to do
what is right not only in the
eyes of the Lord but also in
the eyes of the man”
2 Corinthians 8 v21

“I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me”
Philippians 4 v13

Humility

Compassion

Recognise and respect the
value of everyone and
celebrate success together.

Comfort and support all
those in need and offer grace
to all in our community.

“Be completely humble and
gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love”
Ephesians 4 v2

“Be like minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be
compassionate and humble”
1 Peter 3 v8
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Developing Character

The exciting and creative curriculum at Magnus Academy extends beyond
the classroom. Enrichment activities and PSHE drop down days are a
major strength of the school, enhancing life skills through problem solving,
team-work, independent thinking, leadership and public speaking.

Students in years 7 to 10 experience 2
enrichment sessions per week which they
select from a wide variety each term.
Enrichment opportunities range from
chess club to rowing and Harry Potter club
to conspiracy theory. Year 11 students
also benefit from a weekly enrichment
session during which they choose from a
wide selection of physical activity based
sessions.
Students enjoy success in an impressive
range of creative, sporting and
performance opportunities and outdoor
and adventurous activities are promoted
through residential experiences –
including our very popular ski trip, the
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme and
our own Combined Cadet Forced which
students can join from year 9.
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The Magnus CCF, unique in Newark,
provides rare opportunities for students
such as adventure training camps and air
experience flights with an experienced
RAF pilot. Training enables cadets to
develop a sense of personal responsibility,
leadership and confidence as well as
instilling self-discipline and
resourcefulness.
Lessons in a range of musical instruments
and singing are subsidised by the Magnus
Foundation Trust and provided by
specialists. Our outstanding dance and
drama enrichment programmes enable
students to achieve exceptional theatre
performances and great success in external competitions such as The Global Rock
Challenge.
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“

The curriculum is
broad and
balanced, with
many opportunities
to develop pupils’
literacy skills. All
pupils take part in
enrichment
activities, designed
to develop their
cultural
awareness.”
Ofsted April 2019
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“

School leaders offer a rich environment
for pupils’ SMSC education. The school’s
core values are ‘Determination -Integrity
-Ambition-Humility-Compassion’. These
values are visible in signage throughout
the school but are also obvious in the
interactions between teachers and pupils.”

Ofsted April 2019

Achieving Excellence
Magnus Academy provides exceptional all-round education for our
students.

Students are part of a thriving
learning community, where
everyone is valued. We have
established a tradition of
excellent teaching and learning
where we provide the very best
development opportunities.
Our students also gain valuable
lifelong skills by taking part in
the extensive range of enriching
experiences offered in school.
Additionally, we enable students
to flourish by supporting them in
contributing to local and
international communities.
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We develop positive
relationships based on respect
and trust and we engage
parents through our parent
forums and teacher-parent
consultation evenings. All
students have a tutor who they
see on a daily basis and with
whom parents have direct
contact whenever necessary.
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“

Pupils’ conduct in class and
around the school is exemplary.
Leaders set very high standards
for pupils’ behaviour, which staff
consistently enforce. “
Ofsted April 2019
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“

Staff care well for pupils’ physical and
emotional well-being. Teachers take a healthy,
balanced attitude towards examinations. They
avoid placing pupils under undue pressure.”
Ofsted April 2019

Community
Our students enjoy contributing to their local, wider and worldwide
communities.
Our Vision is to develop people of
good character who achieve
excellence and make a positive
contribution to their communities,
so community plays a big part in
our life at Magnus.
Students enjoy contributing to their
local, wider and worldwide
communities whether it be hosting
local primary school events or care
home residents, raising money for
charity or taking part in World
Challenge expeditions.
As a Church of England Academy
we welcome students of all faiths

and none into our Magnus family.
We have an on-site Chaplain,
special connections with the Church
and use Christian values to help
develop our students’ character.
Chaplaincy at Magnus offers
mentoring, teaching on
Christianity and belief in general,
daily opportunities to reflect on life
and different Christian teachings
which relate directly to our school
values. Our Chaplain also provides
pastoral support to students as well
as helping to maintain the Christian
Distinctiveness within the school.

“

There are excellent relationships
between pupils and teachers, which
support pupils’ learning well. Teachers
and pupils are mutually respectful. Staff
have consistently high expectations of
pupils’ behaviour. This means that
pupils can learn without interruption.”

Ofsted April 2019
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Sixth Form
Magnus Academy Sixth Form prides itself on the professionalism, experience and
knowledge of all our teaching staff. We have a highly specialised sixth form leadership
team that is focused upon each student achieving their full potential, with a relentless
commitment to excellence. The leadership team is supported by tutors who meet with
their tutor groups daily, fulfilling a programme of support, careers guidance and PSHE.
Recent results are the best ever for sixth
form with 75% of all grades being A*- B
and 100% of grades in the A*- C range. The
Applied General results saw another 100%
pass rate with students securing
places at university to study psychology and
policing. Magnus has achieved an Alps
score of 1 which puts us in the top 1% of
the country.

You Can Do Sports Academy
You Can Do Sport is Newark’s first and only
multi-sports academy for students aged
16-18, combining a BTEC Level 3 Extended
Diploma with professional sports coaching
in either football or netball.

Through the programme, students will
become more confident, respectful and
considered young people, who aim to set
high standards within education and sport
creating an aspirational pathway for others.
More information can be found at
www.youcandosport.co.uk.
We foster an ethos of respect and mutual
support and strive to ensure our students
gain the results and skills they need to
follow their chosen pathway to university, in
further education or employment. Our
students leave school equipped with skills
to meet the challenges of adult life and
ready to make a valuable contribution to
their wider community.

Careers
We have a specialist Careers, Information, Advice and Guidance (CIAG) professional and
our provision is highly effective. All students receive independent and informed further
education and careers advice and all benefit from a comprehensive work experience
programme in year 10.
At Magnus we have an excellent careers
programme that provides the knowledge,
skills, opportunities and support to ensure
all students are successful and fulfil their
career potential and ambition regardless of
background or starting point.
A comprehensive career programme is
delivered to all year groups throughout the
year in tutor time, during PSHE drop down
days and via various specific opportunities
such as British Science Week and university
visits are offered to all students from year 8
onwards.

Our specialist Careers, Education,
Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG)
advisor delivers a highly effective provision.
All students receive independent and
informed further education and careers
advice and all benefit from a
comprehensive work experience
programme in year 10. Students in year 11
receive personal careers guidance sessions
which include individual application support
and assistance in seeking apprenticeships.
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Pastoral Support
Pastoral care and inclusion are of an
exceptional quality at Magnus Academy
and transition from primary to secondary
school is very well supported. Working in
partnership with parents to ensure that
students are fully supported in their
education is extremely important to us.
We are very proud of our pastoral care
system. At Magnus Academy we aim to
nurture the whole child and ensure that

students develop positive moral values
which enable them to make valuable
contributions to both the school and their
wider community. Excellent systems are in
place to support our students through
crucial parts of their education; at transfer
to secondary school; from Key Stage 3 to
Key Stage 4; into Post 16 education and
beyond onto university, apprenticeships or
employment.

Admissions
We welcome parents to drop in to visit us at Magnus any time to see how the academy
runs on a typical day, however if you have any queries or questions about the admissions
process please email admissions@magnusacademy.co.uk

A Final Word From Our Students
“The teachers are really kind and super encouraging”
Lilly-Ann Y7
“Magnus has lots of exciting opportunities - sporting, musical and lots more”
Jaden Y7
“The School has a principal who cares about the students and pushes us to the best of our
ability”
Annie Y7
“Mrs Martin has created such a supportive and positive atmosphere at Magnus. I am so
proud to be a part of this amazing school”
Becca Y11
“Magnus is such a happy and encouraging environment and has amazing teachers. I can’t
wait to come back for sixth form next year”
Millie Y11
“This school is going places! Magnus is an amazing place to be; we get so much care and
support”
Katie Y11

“

The pastoral
system supports
all pupils well.
Very vulnerable
pupils, such as
children looked
after, receive
high standards
of care.”

Ofsted April 2019
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